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Into a new

TransStadia is all set to put
Ahmedahad on the global
sporting map

he recently concluded Kabaddi
Waoeld Cup 2006, 1n which 12
countries participated and the
host country India grabbed the top
slot, was the first sposting event held
in Ahmedabad’s upcoming state-of-
the-art stadium, The Arena, built by

TransStadia. “This marks the open-
ing of 3 new stadium, where many
more sporting events will follow,”
says Vijay Rupand, chief
Gujarat. “In the vear of the Olvm-
pics itself, Gujarat would like to lead
the way in achieving the objective of
building a quality stadium”

A bralne hild of the 37-vear-ald Udir
Sheth, founder & MD, SE TransStaxdia
Pvt Lid, Mumbai, a part of Sctco Auto-
motive Limited. an automobile clhetch
manufscturer, work on the stadium
has just begun and, by 2017, it will be
fully operational. “TransStadia will
serve as an vt gande venue, hous-
ing 16 sporting disciplines, making
it India’s first and largest integrared
multi-sports facility. &t is a destina-
tion and not just a stadium”, explains
hhll.'|h 4mn J!IJI:IJ|'I.1.'I'!| o !Jll.' .lbjl.'\lJ.'l
School of Management, Boston, wheo,
o his returned o India, had ;uh]h‘d
this concept to Narendra Modi, the
then cu of Gujarat, and was given a
go ahead for breeding a sport culture
i the city of Ahmedabad.

In fact, the project is in the heart
af 3 city centre, which once housed
the defunct Abad dairy, measuring
about nine acres in Maninagar, the

FITATEF,

]

constitwency represented by Modi
when he was the chief minister, 5o
the project has a long association
with Modi from the time he was the
Gujarat chiel minister

"1 had pitched the Hea of a state-
of-the-art multipurpose, multi-spart
social zports infrastructure to 33
many as 10 chief ministers in 2008
Of them, four, incduding our current
prime minister, responded. While
one of them got replaced, another
O was funning out of monay, and
the third one was facing corruption
charges linked to the 2010 Common-
wealth Games Muodif and his beam
prompily responded and were sup-
portive from day one. Today, what
¥oHI T O IN 3 Way I'.ll.'l l:ill.'JIl: Turne-
ing into a reality,” says Sheth can-
didly. A fitness expert and nutrition
programmer, he imbibes the true
spirit of a sportsman and had set
out 1o establish TransStadia in 2008,
with the belief that India can eme e
amongst the global frontrunners in
the spsofts are¢na

Sheth has carefully designed the
specifics of the project to make &t
financially viahle. Firstly, the 1.4 mil-
lion sq ft built-up area has a T8:22
ratio of space dedicated to sports ver-
sus non-sport  area (retadl, hotpital-
ity, health dub, gym etc. “Today,
the challenge most stadiums in India
face s the meed o come up with a
model that is selfsustaining, with
maost of them being underutilised and

financially overbearing,” says Sheth.
*This mixed usage of space makes it a
more fAinancially viable proposition.”

Sheth has made a AMA standard
foothall natural turf, with a seating
capacity of 20,000, as the centre piece
of the project. The land for the proj-
ect, given on lease for 35 vean at 2
nominal price, was allotted in 2013,
following a state cabinet approval in
201 1. As per the concession agrecment
signed with the Gujarat gpovernment s
tourizm department, TransStadia will
glve a minimum 2 per cent of thelr
revenue to the state suthorities for the
dn'a:[:l;:lm-.'l::ll! of spoits in Gujarat

The project involves offering
urban infrastructure for sports &
enmtertainment within the built-up
area, besides hospitality in the arena,
whiere food & beverages would add 1o
|h|.' revenue stieam

TransStadia is also equipped with
ficated entry for rl.n‘..'r'. with

a ded
L] -Jugu."_:h._ fouir imternational stan-
dard locker rooms and 14 hospital-
ity baxes overdooking the pitch that
convert fnto goest rooms, enhancng
the player experience. Apart from the
FO 0080 50y It of area for retall that will
be sub-leased soon to various out-
lets, the work for building a 150-room
‘I\..IIJTI"\IJT hll.:‘l':. = JI\I\.' ofn
ship drive for an exclusive club is also
underway for a fee of 26 lakh per fam-
iy and, so far, over 400 members
have signed up. The Arena project has
drawn in'.pu.'.tl-'u'l from several sparts
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